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1 have received a copy of your letter to the Honorable John R. McGinley, Jr ., Chairtxxa i 

of the indcpcndc'.rit lte~titlatory Review Commission, and your comtncnts submitted to the 
Environl,.tpiltal Qrlality Board (EQ13) regarding the t?QF3's proposed Pennsylvania Cean 
Vehicles Program rulemal~ing. While the Department anticipates responding in a more detailed 

fttchion to your Camxxtcnts and to sit~iilar comments subtnittecl by tlae Alliance of Automobile 
lvlattufacturcrs during the final ruletnakinl; process, I feel a faw of your points need to be 
;lddrcsscd now. 

'fhc C(~inrnonwealth's existing; regulations, duly approved by the EQB a>~d adopted is 

1 98, adt>'pted mast provisions ofthe California how Ismission Vehicle (CA LEV) program. The 

l~)98 rcguhitions snc~ciftcally incorporate the ~:alifornia rc~,ulations by reference attd reclu'trc, 
ati~anS otlror things, that vehicles sold in this Cotntnanwealth be certified by the California Atr 

Resources 13oard . 'fhe 1998 regulations provided a compliance alternative until model year 

2006; the compliance alternative was the national low emission vehicle (Ni f.V) prog;rarri . 

In his L)ecc~tttUcr 2, 2005,1ettcr to Reprcseni3tivc Richard A. Cicist, the U.S . 
T:nvirontnet~t~~d Protection Agency (>rfA) Ragional Administrator Donald S. Welslx wrote that the 
C:A LrV progsra~tn "is the legally effective program for fennsylvania ." As you noted, Mr. Welsh 

also acknowledged that the program is part of the Commonwealth's federally enforceable State 

I>1,1~1clncntatiolY flan (Slh), 

'fhc 1 ~J98 preamble stated blot the Department would analyze the air qua! ity hoods and 

emission reduction potential of th+c California and Ticr 2 standards 'well in advance of the end of 

the C.,omlt~anwcalth's conunilnrent to the NLEV program. We were aware of tlye X004 leltcr 

fi~otYy J?PA to the North lust Mates CQOrdirtated Air Usc Management (NI;SCAUM) before we 
bc,~;,~;rn tllat <ltialysis . It should not be suggested that 13PA's critique of NESCAUM's work 
st~tounts to a c~ytiquc of Pennsylvania's program. l.t does not. To the wntrary, Pennsylvania 
Ucncl'ttrr~d from the insights I;fA offered NESC'.A~(JM . X;hA Rol;iotxal Administrator Welsh 
alfirtned tl~is point in leis December 2, '~0q5 letter, by underscoring that 1;:fA has not yet 
pcrforltted an emission betxcfits an;~lysis ofthe fennsylvania Clean Vehicles hrol;ram . 
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"1'he Depart:rent's analysis used Pennsylvania-speciCc data, as pl',A requires, and 

cmplaycd I"shA's nyodcling mctl~adology . 'C'he analysis indicates that by 2025 aver G,300 to 
9,71x0 addit.ianal toes per year nForocie formirrg pollution will be removed from Pennsylvania's 

~ur carnparod to the Ticr 2 program i F irnplex~Yentatian begins with model year 2UU~, as set froth 

iCl ttro pxolsosed rulemakin~; . 

VVhih; there will be immediate benefits for achieving the standard, the berrefrts of any 
"new vehicle" prom became larger as the ve}ii4le flrct turns over. The Pennsylvania Clean 
Vehicles pro~~,rani is thcr~;fore valuable in contributing to attain~~lent and long-term i»aintenat>,ce 

ofclcan air. SIC's will indeed glee credit fortite Pennsylvania Clean Vehicles program as well as 
1`or ~t~any ailrer mc%asurcs the Department ha.5 put in place to reduca cmissians . Maintenance 
purrs for areas that meet the current ozone standard will al;,o take credit for the program. Lvery 
to~~ ~~f wrap hroducitrg elxaissians that we can eliminate with the Pennsylvania Clean Vehicles 

pragrrtl~n means ot~e less ton iYOm measures that will cast brasincsses money to implement. 

J~lease feel free to wntact me if you have any f>aithrrr questions . As st<~ted above, the 

l~atratt.~ncnt will respond more fully to your cot'n(nents in the allEicial Cammcrn and Rcsparlse 

docX~ment that will bo prepared as part of the final rulcmaking . 

cc : 

	

C:hairnta~~ John it . McCrinley 

''"~ Kathleen A,. . MG 
Secretary 
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